
The Reciprocal Method 

The rule for division by the reciprocal method is: Multiply the 
dividend by the reciprocal of the divisor. This is sometimes 
stated in short form as follows: Invert the divisor and multiply. 

The following examples of cases that arise in division with 
fractions will be solved by both the reciprocal method and the 
common denominator method. The common denominator 
method more clearly shows the division process and is easier for 
the beginner to grasp. The reciprocal method is more obscure 
as to the reason for its use but has the advantage of speed and 
the possibility of cancellation of like factors, which simplifies the 
computation. It is the suggested method once the principles 
become familiar . 
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Practice problems. Perform the following division by the 
reciprocal method: 

 

Answers: 

 

	
  


